Questions about Montana Election Certifications

Neither the 2020 nor the 2022 Montana election were certified, so how can “winners” be sworn into
office in 2023?

Citizen investigations into Montana’s recent elections revealed that illegible signatures of unknown
people are shown without printed identification, on the state election canvass certificates. MCA 13-15-
502 defines the board of state canvassers as “the state auditor, superintendent of public instruction, and
attorney general.” They “shall meet as a board of state canvassers in the office of the secretary of state
and determine the vote...within 27 days after the election.” “The secretary of state shall serve as secretary
of the board, keep minutes of the meeting of the board, and file them in the official records of the
secretary of state’s office.”

According to citizens observing the 2022 state canvass, the actual members of the board of state
canvassers were not in the meeting in the Secretary of State’s office and therefore did not participate in
the canvass. The Secretary of State did not appear, and therefore could not take minutes of the

meeting. In 2020 again the actual members of the board were not present according to a news report'.
The Secretary of State “ducked in for a few minutes,” coffee mug in hand to make light hearted
comments about “Doing the Lord’s work™ to the unelected staff members who illegally were conducting
the state canvass. He too was unable to take minutes of the meeting.

In 2022 citizens were hoping to confirm with those conducting the canvass, that they would be able to
verify that all votes they were canvassing came from a valid Montana voter at a valid address, but an
unelected staff member who was identified as the chair of the board of canvassers did not allow questions
or public comment until after the certification had taken place. The concerns about certification from
members of the public were never heard by the proper elected officials who comprised the legal board of
state canvassers — because neither the board nor its secretary were present. The staff member told those
present that certification was non-discretionary, and that the process was merely a formality.
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CERTIFICATION AND REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL CANVASS

DECLARATION OF ELECTED INDIVIDUALS CERTIFICATION AND REPORT OF THE OFFICIAL CANVASS
November 3, 2020 General Election DECLARATION OF NOMINATED INDIVIDUALS
November 8, 2022 General Election

I, COREY STAPLETON, Sccretary of State of the State of Montana, do hereby
certify that the within is a full, true, and complete abstract and report of the
total number of electors voting in each county, in each legislative house district
and the total in the state; and the total votes by county and legislative house
district for each indi as and by the Board of State F Shute
Canvassers for the General Election held Tuesday, November 3, 2020; and that Canvassers for the General Election held Tuesday, November 8, 2022; and that
the within constitutes the Report of the Official Canvass and Declaration of the within constitutes the Report of the Officia s n of
Elected Individuals having the number of votes cast for the office within Nominated Individuals having the highest number of votes cast for the office
pursuant to § 13-15-506 and § 13-15-507, Montana Code Annotated. within, pursuant to § 13-15-506 and § 13-15-507, Montana Code Annotated.

In Testimony Whereof, | have hereunto
subscribed my name and caused the Great
Seal of the State of Montana to be affixed
this 30th day of November, 2020.

(Tl
COREY STAPLETON

Secretary of State and ex-officio Secretary
Board of State Canvassers

complete abstract and report of the total

Christi Jacobsen
Secretary of State and ex-officio Secretary
Board of State Canvassers
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Even more curious is that the 2020 certificate for Ascertainment for the three Presidential Electors for
Montana included the refence to MCA 13-15-502 and its language regarding the composition and activity
of the board of state canvassers. However that document improperly described the state law as allowing
designees for the board members and Secretary of State. That certificate was signed by Governor Bullock
and Secretary of State, Corey Stapleton with the illegal language included. And it referenced the board of
state canvassers which did not meet. This document would have been sent to the federal government
authorizing the Montana electors for the Electoral College.
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CERTIFICATE OF ASCERTAINMENT FOR THE ELECTION OF
THE 2020 PRESIDENTIAL ELECTORS FOR THE STATE OF MONTANA
1, Steve Bullock, Governor of the State of Montana, do hereby certify that on November 30, 2020, in
accordance with the provisions of Section 13-15-502, Montana Code Annotated, the Attorney General,
Superintendent of Public Instruction, and State Auditor, or their designees, constituting the Board of State
Canvassers of the State of Montana, met in the office of the Secretary of State and, as such Board, and in the
presence of designee, proceeded pl
the canvass of the votes cast at the General Election held in the State of Montana on Tuesday, the third day of
November, 2020 for President and Vice President of the United States. « . 9 * .
16 bty ht the s o o St Covass e i scrin, dedre and ey Desi gnee” is NOT in
to the Governor of said State that the votes given and cast for each of the persons voted for are as follows:
JOSEPH R. BIDEN & KAMALA . HARRIS: Jean Lemire Dahiman, Katie Sulivan, Cora Neumann: 244,786 votes M CA 1 3 = 1 5 = 5 O 2

1O JORGENSON & JEREMY “SPIKE” COHEN: Francis Wendt, Jacob Kitson, Cher Kitson: 15,252 votes
DONALD J. TRUMP & MICHAEL R. PENCE: Thelma Baker, Becky Stockton, Brad Tschida: 343,602 votes

And | do hereby certify that the number of votes given and cast is correct, as appears from the official
declaration and certification of said Board of State Canvassers.

And by reason of said declaration and certification, | do hereby certify that the following named persons, to-
wit: Thelma Baker, Becky Stockton, and Brad Tschida are the duly elected Presidential Electors of the State of
Montana.

Pursuant to Section 13-25-305, Montana Code Annotated, | do hereby state that the electors will serve as
lectors unless a v inthe office of elect the end of the meeting required under Section
13-25-307(1), Montana Code Annotated, in which case a substitute elector will fill the vacancy as provided
for in Section 13-25-306, Montana Code Annotated; and if a substitute elector is appointed to fill a vacancy, |
will submit an amended certificate of ascertainment stating the names on the final lst of the state's electors.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, | have
hereunto subscribed my name and
caused the Great Seal of the State of
Montana to be affixed at Helena,
Montana on December 1, 2020, A.D.
e

Steve Bullock, Governor
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Corey Stapiéton, Sécretary of State

State certifications of the 2020 and 2022 are invalid because the board did not meet to canvass the
election results, and improper signatures are included on the certificates. The certificate for the
Presidential Electors is invalid because it improperly described state law as permitting designees for the
actual board of state canvassers, which did not meet. Montana citizens take certification of their vote
seriously as evidenced by a valid ballot because it is the physical documentation of their consent to be
governed. Yet Montana government members view election certification as merely a formality or make
light hearted comments about it, coffee mug in hand.

Citizens are asking why the elected officials who by law are required to conduct the canvass would not
fulfill that requirement. Why would they not sign their names to the certificate verifying that they had
done it and that the report is a “full, true, and complete abstract and report of the total number of electors
voting in each county, in each legislative district and the total in the state...” Could it be that they know
there are problems with Montana elections? The Montana Election Integrity Project’s 2020 Canvass
Report showed over 120,000 invalid votes were certified. All of the members of the Board of State
Canvassers and the Secretary of State received a copy of that Canvass Report, yet none has contacted us
to learn more. With the Canvass Report, they received a bookmark with eight categories of additional
citizen concerns about the elections. Questions about anomalies in the 2022 election remained
unanswered.

It appears that since at least 2020, people in Montana are holding offices illegally and state electors cast
illegal votes in the Electoral College. Every elected official and government employee takes an oath to
support, protect and defend the Constitution of the United States. In light of uncertified elections as well
as the other citizen concerns about elections expressed throughout the state, how can Montana officials
claim to have fulfilled their obligations to that oath?

https://mtelectionintegrity.org 1/1/23
http://info@montanaelectionintegrity.com
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Jane Lewis Rectenwald
“Designee” is NOT in 
MCA 13-15-502


